
 

 
800-784-4331 www.ruggedgear.com 

Rugged Gear Supports Junior Shooters 
Because We All Need Them! 

America’s young shooters are important to us all.   
These young athletes will be tomorrow’s adult shooters, 

preserving our shooting and hunting heritage.  These 
same young athletes are also good examples for others, 

both on and off the shooting range, portraying the 
 positive face of young people and 

firearms. 
 

Please join Rugged Gear as we support these young 
athletes and their shooting  

competitions. 

For complete details and a redemption form, go to hornady.com.
Offer good Jan. 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2015. Some restrictions apply.

1-308-382-1390 | hornady.com

Receive 500 FREE bullets when 
purchasing any of these qualifying 
Lock-N-Load® products:

• Ammo Plant
• AP™ Press
• Classic™ Kit
• Classic™ Kit Deluxe
• Classic™ Kit with Auto Charge
• Precision Reloaders Kit
• Hot Tub Sonic Cleaner™

• Case Prep Center

Receive 100 FREE bullets when purchasing any 
of these qualifying Lock-N-Load® products:
• Custom Grade™ Dies • Quick Trickle™ 
• Case Prep Trio • Balance Beam Scale
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®

PMAG D-60
DRUM MAG
The PMAG D-60 is a 
durable, lightweight and 
highly reliable 60-round 
5.56x45 NATO/.223 
Remington polymer 
magazine for AR15/M4 
compatible fi rearms.
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By Elijah O’Neal (16)
My fascination with firearms started 

when I was around 12 years old. I had 
always wanted to go shooting, so one day 
my grandfather took me up to Northern 
Phoenix to get in some range time. Like 
a good grandfather, he started me off with 
a .22. I was extremely nervous about the 
whole experience; that was only until 
I squeezed off the first shot. After that, I 
just couldn’t stop: .357, .44 Magnum, 
.45, 9mm, .30-06. My anxiety left me 
and all I wanted to do was shoot more! 
After that day, I have never been scared or 
intimidated by firearms. 

When I turned 13, my father took me 
to this event that was being held at the 
Northern Phoenix shooting location my 
grandfather took me to. I decided to go and 
take a gun safety class that Shoot Right was 
teaching. After learning a lot of valuable 
knowledge about safely handling a gun 
from the class, they gave me a pellet pump 
rifle chambered in .177 to shoot. They set 
me up on a bench and let me put what I had 
learned into practice. There were 10 bulls 
on one target page; I was allowed three 

International Air Shooting Sports

Stage 1 Handgun: Teaching them how their stance 
should be while manipulating the gun, such as the 
“Isosceles Stance”. Also, the “Thumbs Forward” 
grip to mitigate recoil and maintain accuracy while 
engaging the targets and helping them understand the 
aiming system. The information given to them at this 
stage helped them the most with all the rest.

Stage 2 Shotgun: Teaching how they should load, 
pump, and shoulder the shotgun. Four targets on the 
ground and one standing up, we had a very low miss 
rate with this stage.

Action Shooting Sports for the Whole Family
shots per bull. After I squeezed off my last 
shot, I checked my target and had all but 
one of my shots all in the black. That’s 
when I knew I wanted to pursue this as a 
sport.

I signed on with Coach Potter (head 
of IASS) to be a part of his 10-meter air 
rifle team; I competed in American Legion 
matches, NRA matches, CMP matches, 
now airgun/airsoft steel target matches, 
and I also competed in Arizona’s Junior 
Olympics for pellet rifle. I also shoot with 
Coach Potter’s team shooting airgun/airsoft 
steel action target shooting and 3-Gun. 

Here is a little intro to International Air 
Shooting Sports from IASS’s brochure. 

IASS is a youth and adult development 
program that teaches the safe handling of 
pistols, semi-auto rifles and shotguns while 
at the same time developing positive life 
skills through a supportive environment 
taught by trained and supportive adult 
coaches. The IASS programs have been 
founded as a feeder programs to the SPP/
Steel Challenge, 3-Gun Nation and IDPA 
in order to bring the same type of positive 

life skills and team spirit to the handgun, 
semi-auto rifle and tactical shotgun 
shooting sports. 

Shoot Right is the governing body for 
IASS. Shoot Right raises money and 
other resources to support youth and 
adult shooting programs as a whole. The 
shooting and hunting industry understand 
that today’s youth are the future of our 
sport and we enjoy tremendous support 
from the hunting and shooting industry. 
For this reason it is very beneficial for the 
junior shooters to participate in this sport 
along with the adults. 

The backbone of the International Air 
Shooting Sports is the parents, adults 
and volunteers who organize and run the 
program on the local and state level. Any 
successful youth or adult program will 
always have a few dedicated passionate 
adults working in a leadership and 
guidance role. The amount of time, 
energy and financial resources that these 
dedicated adults contribute to the program 
is staggering. However, when you meet the 
wonderful young athletes that the program 

PROOFED Carrie
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800-741-0015
brownells.com

Everything to 
maintain, repair, 
customize and 

shoot guns

All products 
100% 

GUARANTEED – 
FOREVER

SERIOUS
tradition
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International Air Shooting Sports

Stage 3 Rifle: Showing them the pros with the AR-15 
platform and how customizable it is. Explaining the sighting 
system and how to shoulder and adjust it accordingly. 
Many people enjoyed this stage the most.

produces, you will understand quickly why 
it is worth it and why they do what they 
do. The participants in the International Air 
Shooting Sports are the greatest youth and 
adults you would ever want to meet. www.
shootrightaz.org 

Over the years, we started doing 
fundraising and attending gun shows, our 
most recent one being the International 
Sportsmen’s Expo at University of Phoenix 
Stadium, February 19-22, 2015. We did a 

3-Gun clinic and shoot. 
There I was tasked with passing on to kids 

what I had learned from my grandfather 
and Coach Potter about handling and firing 
a gun. I thoroughly enjoyed the setup that 
consisted of a handgun, shotgun, and rifle 
stage, teaching children and even adults 
how to complete the challenge given to 
them at each stage.

Here I’m shooting the 3-Gun course. 

PROOFED Carrie
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By Andy Fink and Dave Furney

Alpen APEX XP AR 1-6X24

The Alpen XP AR 1-6X24 is an outstanding scope with clear 
glass, a ballistic reticle set up for 55-70 grain .223 (5.56 NATO) 
caliber. The lens quality is extremely clear and bright. The eye relief 
is more than adequate allowing for quick targeting. This is a great 
scope!

We have mounted this scope model on a number of rifles set up 
for the sport of 3-Gun. They work very well. The collapsible lever 
on top provides fast magnification adjustments. Focus is at the end 
of the eye piece. The BDC reticle provides quick elevation and wind 
adjustment. (Check out the reticles at www.alpenoptics.com.)

• Includes Illuminated Red Center Dot
• Waterproof/Fog-proof 
• Fully Multi-coated 
• Zero Adj. W/E 
• Matte Black 
• Fast Focus Eyepiece (Uses battery CR2023)
The only thing that could be improved is that the illuminated red 

dot could be a little brighter. With an increase in the brightness it 
would be perfect. 

Custom 6.8 Sawtooth Tactical 
anodized upper and lower 
receiver, a 14.5” Palmetto State 
Armory (PSA) barrel with an AR 
Performance muzzle brake that 
has been pinned and welded. It 
has a Magpul grip and buttstock 
and a Magpul B.A.D. Lever 
(battery assist device), with an 
ODIN Works forearm, ODIN 
Works Extended Magazine 
Release (XMR), WARNE 
X-SKEL 30mm scope mount and 
an Alpen Optics 1-6X24. 

- Fast acquisition 
- Clear optics 
- Excellent eye relief!

This is an excellent 3-Gun 
or hunting scope. We have 
mounted a number of them on 
various rifles that a number 
of our juniors have used with 
great success.

We recommend this scope for anyone 
needing a true 1-6X30mm scope for 
competition or hunting.

www.juniorshooters.net
Subscribe today!



NOW YOU CAN SHOOT HANDGUNS

IN THE BACKYARD!

A I R G U N S

Train in the convenience of your own backyard.* 
Umarex air pistols have the authentic shape, 

weight, and feel of their firearm counterparts, 
but use readily available, low cost ammunition. 
More trigger time, Less money, No hassle. 

See the selection here: 
UmarexUSA.com/JrShooters

©
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*Subject to All State and Local Laws.  |  Always place your target on a safe backstop and place 
the backstop in a location that will be safe should it fail.

31Volume 21 SUMMER 2015

www.juniorshooters.net
Subscribe today!



The P320 is very safe, too.  Unlike any other pistol in its class, the 
P320 features a unique six-point safety system, standard on all models:

Striker Safety
Disconnect Safety
Three-point Takedown Safety System
Takedown is prohibited without removal of magazine
System prohibits takedown without slide locked to the rear
Rotation of takedown lever allows disassembly without tools or 
trigger manipulation
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By Michael Sacks

SIG SAUER 
P320 
9mm

First, let me begin by saying there is no other handgun 
on the planet like this one.

The ATF serialized firearm is actually a small metal 
assembly that includes a trigger assembly and slide lock. 
It is a Modular Handgun System.

What that means to us shooters is that the slide, barrel 
and frame are all interchangeable. You can buy a new 
frame for about $50. Think about that for a minute. As a 
junior shooter you are going to grow every year including 
the size of your hands. With this pistol you can change 
out frames as you need to.

Because the “chassis” is the actual gun, you can buy 
new slides, barrels and magazines, and have them all 
shipped to you without having to go through a Federal 
Firearms License (FFL) dealer once you have gotten 
the original chassis serial numbered gun through a FFL 
dealer. You can have a .45 ACP, .357 SIG, .40 S&W and 
chose what size you want as well.

The neat thing is, as you swap out calibers your trigger 
group is always the same.

Black Hills, Armscor, and ZERO ammunition were used for testing. 100% success!

HANDGUN

Specifications

 Caliber:             .357 SIG, .40 S&W, .45 ACP
 Action Type:     DA Striker Fired 
 Trigger Pull:      5.5 - 6.5 lbs.
 Weight w/Mag:  29.4 oz / 833 g
 Sights:               SIGLITE® Night Sights
 Mag Capacity:   9mm 17 Rounds, .40 S&W 14 Rounds,
                            357 SIG 14 Rounds, .45 ACP 10 Rounds

PROOFED



 Phone 913-362-9455  www.imrpowder.com

NEW IMR® 4451™ WITH ENDURON™ TECHNOLOGY. 
MAKE IT PART OF YOUR ROUTINE.
Stable, even after exposure to extreme temperature swings. Precise, even when  
you’ve already put a few rounds down the tube. It’s a new habit that will become 
as second nature as opening day.
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Another benefit of the modular system 
is cleaning. Disassembly is very easy and 
straightforward. Like other SIG handguns, 
you lock the slide back and move the slide 
release 180 degrees forward. The slide 
then moves forward off the frame. The 
metal chassis part lifts out for the frame 
and that’s it. No little nooks to fish around 
with pipe cleaners or Q-tips. It is very 
straightforward.

How does it shoot?
Well, that is very interesting. The 

sights are the same as a P226 which are 
straightforward and easy to acquire. The 
trigger is very cool. It is not a crisp break, 
but more of a continuous flow. If you 
slowly pull the trigger it feels heavier than 
if you pull it a bit faster. I really like it, but 
it takes some getting used to. Recoil is the 
same as most other 9mm handguns. Its 
reliability was 100%.

A handgun must be accurate to be any 
good. The P320 gets an A+. 

How does it feel?
First of all, it looks a little top-heavy in 

Black Hills, Armscor, and ZERO ammunition were used for testing. 100% success!

Jessica testing out the SIG 
P320 on the plate rack 
while Ricky’s looks on.

Ricky getting ready to test 
out the P320.

the design, but it feels well-balanced in 
your hand. The magazine release is where 
you expect it to be, on the left side of the 
magazine well. Like all other SIG full-size 
handguns, it has a smooth, all-business 
feel. 

Overall, I am very fond of this firearm. 
With a set of higher visibility sights, I could 
see it as a good gun to use in competitions. 

Well done, SIG!
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• $5,000,000 Liability Policy that can include the 
school as an “also insured”.

• COMPLETE Background checks! The SCTP 
does a comprehensive background check on 
every coach!

• Coach Training….most of the SCTP coaches 
are certified Level I NRA/USAS/CMP Shotgun 
Coaches

• Shooting year that runs from September 1st 
through August 31st.

• Athletes from 4th & 5th grade through college can 
participate in our program.

• State, Regional and National Championships in 
both American and International disciplines.

• Competitions in Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, 
International Skeet, Bunker Trap and Olympic 
Doubles.

• The SCTP is the “official” youth shooting program 
to Team USA and USA Shooting.

•  Junior Olympic Development Camps (JODC’s)….
Athletes stay right at the Olympic Training Center!

• Team savings accounts through the Midway USA 
Foundation….and Endowment funds that we 
deposit.

• Raffle, new team start-up packages, Banquet 
packages available through us helping teams 
raise funds!

• Industry sponsored “special” gun prices for SCTP 
teams and athletes.

• Industry sponsored “special” ammo prices for 
SCTP teams and athletes.

• A registration and scoring system for all of our 
teams and coaches to use and track athletes.

• The SCTP gives out over $50,000 a year in 
scholarships to its athletes graduating from high 
school.

• Prizes! Last year alone the SCTP gave out over 
30 guns at our national championships!

• Partnerships with Conservation groups like 
Pheasants Forever and the NWTF help support 
local teams.

•  And much, much more…..

Scholastic Clay Target Program
165 Bay Ridge Lane

Burlington, WI 53105
Phone: 262-939-6664
www.sssfonline.com

By Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Director 

JOIN
THE 
SCTPWHY 

?
The largest 
youth 
shooting 
program in 
the world!

Check out all the opportunities we offer our teams, athletes and coaches!

We currently have over 17,000 athletes/
coaches across the country participating in our 
program encompassing 45 states. Our teams 
are led by certified coaches and we carry a 
5 million dollar liability policy on ALL of our 
members!

The SCTP is a National Youth 
Shooting Program focused on 
“Team”! There is no room for the 
win-at-all-cost attitude. Much like 
football, baseball, basketball and 
track, we help build school teams 
and conferences across the country 
and have been doing this since 2001 
when it started under the NSSF!

The SSSF or 
Scholastic Shooting 
Sports Foundation 
now implements this 
program: 1 2 3

You can be part of any and all other youth programs, the 
SCTP does not discriminate!

The SCTP placed four of our athletes on the US National 
Junior Team last year as a result of the National Competition 
we held in Colorado Springs, CO. last summer! This is the first 
time ever that this has happened and we are proud that it was 
done through our program!

We hope that you and your schools team will consider being 
part of the largest youth program in the world, the Scholastic 
Clay Target Program!

We welcome you to contact us with any questions you might 
have!

National Director of Development  
Scott Moniot

1-641-660-8409 
smoniot@sssfonline.com

Regional Field Representative
Chet Tuinstra

1-262-498-4260
ctuinstra@sssfonline.com

 Q
U
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By Tom Wondrash
SCTP National Director SCTP 

May & August 
JODCs!
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So, you think you can shoot, eh?
Well, why not try your hand at the international shooting disciplines of Bunker Trap, Double Trap and International Skeet!  
The Scholastic Clay Target Program or SCTP has just what you are looking for.
Every year in May and August, the SCTP conducts JODCs or Junior Olympic Development Camps for its registered athletes. The process 

is by application and successful applicants get to stay and train at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The camps 
are normally three days long plus two travel days.  

At these camps, the focus is on the International Shooting Sports Federation (ISSF) and how current athletes train and ready themselves 
for competition. The actual shooting part of the camp is conducted at Ft. Carson military base just outside of Colorado Springs. Three days 
are spent there from about 8:30 a.m. until about 3:30 p.m. We even take a field trip on the middle day to see one of the local sights, The Cave 
of the Winds!

While out at Ft. Carson, athletes are mentored and coached by some of the best in the business. It is very common to see Lloyd Woodhouse, 
former U.S. National Team Shotgun Coach for almost 30 years, helping athletes. Former Olympians Jay Waldron, Connie Smotek, Terri 
DeWitt and International Coaches Hank Garvey and Paul Wajtaszek are usually also on the seen! Be careful, you might just be standing next 
to a National Team Member when at the range!

Normally SCTP staff Chet Tuinstra - Regional Field Representative, Scott Moniot – Director of Development and Tom Wondrash – SCTP 
National Director, are also involved and available to answer questions about International Shooting Sports and about the SCTP in general! 

The SCTP is the “official” youth program to USA Shooting, and as such, we fill the U.S. National Team’s pipeline with good quality, 
hardworking and dedicated athletes! Is that you?

SCTP also has its very own National Championships for the International Disciplines that we hold in Colorado Springs at the end of July 
each year. From this tournament, we place up to four athletes on the USA Shooting National Junior Team!

To learn more about SCTP and the many programs we have to offer, please look us up on the web at www.sssfonline.org
We look forward to seeing YOU at one of our future camps!

SCTP 
May & August 

JODCs!
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By Michael Sacks

I just completed the Boise-to-Kansas City 48-
hour turnaround! Why? To watch Dave Miller 
attempt to break a new Guinness World Record 
of 3,000 sporting clays in one hour!

He did! He broke 3,653 sporting clays in one 
hour! Dodging thunderclouds and heavy rain, 
Dave and his support team took a shot at the 
record during a lull in the weather. At about 
8:45 p.m., in the dark with lightning flashing 
off in the distance, Dave began shooting at 
the clays at a rate of fire of less than a second 
between shots, from the hip! 

Dave’s comments right after setting a new 
world record were:

“This is awesome, but I am worn out.” 
“Endurance is definitely a factor in something 

like this.”
“At about the 40-minute mark, I was tired; I 

was hurting. But, I got a shot of adrenaline and 
I kept going.”

“I waited too long for this to let it get away.”
It took months of planning and four practice 

attempts to get it right. He used 20 CZ 712s and 
10 912 shotguns using cylinder chokes with 
Nordic magazine extensions that held 16 rounds 
each. As he emptied a shotgun it was handed off 
to a person to make sure it was empty and safe, 
who then handed it off to someone to take it to 
the end of the line for reloading. At any given 
time, there were six shotguns ready for Dave to 
pick up and shoot from a rack on the stage and 
24 loaders lined up with shotguns to replace the 
ones fired. At no time was a shell chambered 
until the shotgun on stage was presented to 
Dave for immediate use. The shells he used 
were Federal Gold Medal Target Loads 2 3/4 
in, and 1 1/8 shot at 1,235 fps. Quite an event!

It all started a year ago with Dave and his 
girlfriend’s children, Will and Sidney, watching 
a Guinness World Records show of someone 
breaking coconuts with his elbow. Will said to 
Dave that he should try something like that with 
clay birds and so the whole thing started. 

Dave contacted Guinness World Records 
who said that this has never been one of their 
world record feats. Guinness then accepted the 
challenge, set up the rules, and gave Dave the 
OK. The rules were as follows:

1. The challenge must be attempted at an 
official gun club range.

2. All targets must be broken past 10 meters.

What a Combination!BROKEN!
3. Only one bird counts per shot.
4. Minimum record attempt is 3,000 broken 

sporting clays.
A contract was signed between Dave and 

Guinness World Records. Alex Angert, an 
adjudicator from Guinness, traveled from New 
York to oversee the world-record attempt.

Dave is a big supporter of junior shooting 
sports across this country. It was important for 
him to see if this event could help support the 
“No Child Left Indoors” program of Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever. Chad Bloom from 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever, www.
pheasantsforever.org worked closely with 
Dave and were able to raise $80,000 through 
their local chapters to support the “No Child 
Left Indoors” program by raffling off CZ 
shotguns and pledges made for each clay that 
Dave broke.

Dave needed support and he got it. Major 
sponsors stepped right up to help Dave meet 
this challenge. The major sponsors were:

• CZ-USA
• MEC Shooting Sports
• Nordic Components
• Heartland Trap and Wobble Skeet
CZ-USA supplied their incredibly reliable 

semiautomatic shotguns, the 712 and the 912.
MEC Shooting Sports supplied the machines 

that threw the birds. Andy Perkins put that 
together. The machines were standard sporting 
clay machines that hold 400 birds. Each 
machine is powered by 12V. I was amazed at 
how these machines threw thousands of birds 
with zero malfunctions. They were flawless. 
I must say that before Dave attempted the 
challenge, a squall line came through, soaking 
everything, including the loaded machines. 
These machines did not falter. There were four 
banks of four machines each.

Nordic Components’ Ken Anderson was 
the man behind making the shotguns capable 
of holding 16 shells in each magazine. Again, 
flawless! 

Heartland Trap and Wobble Skeet in 
Harrisonville, MO, run by Steve Sherrer, 
opened its doors for Dave to use for this 
amazing attempt! 

So, how do you throw over 4,000 birds in 

GUINNESS
World Record3,653

Birds in 

1 Hour
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CZ & Dave Miller 
A Guinness World Record 
for No Child Left Indoors

By Michael Sacks

What a Combination!BROKEN!

one hour and have them 
all presented at the same 
interval? Well, that was a 
problem that Dave solved 
himself. He developed a 
sequencer that he fondly 
calls the “Flux Capacitor”. 
It is able to switch from 
one machine to another 
and at variable speed. 
Well done, Dave! 

While interviewing 
Dave, I asked him if he 
had a message for all the 
junior shooters that read 
our magazine.

“Make shooting a 
lifelong passion. Safe 
shooting sports build 
confidence, better grades, 
and increase focus and 
attention spans. Shooting 
sports are safer than 
football, basketball and 
soccer. Make conservation 
a lifelong commitment!”

As the night grew darker 
and the rain started to fall 
again, I watched Dave 
Miller look out over all the 
empty hulls and broken 
birds and say, “This was 
an awesome night. I will 
never forget it.”

World Record
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*Great Indoor/
outdoor actIvIty

*new clubs FormInG

CowBoy Fast Draw

Visit our website at:

{ {

}
EvEr WondEr HoW Fast You Would HavE sHot 

In an old WEst GunFIGHt? 

JoIn today!!!

}

*Great sport For the 
whole FamIly!

noW You 
Can 

FInd out!

cowboy Fast draw assocIatIon

P.O. Box 5 • Fernley, NV 89408 • 775-575-1802

www.cowboyfastdraw.com

Dedicated to the Cowboy Way

Real HolsteRs, Real Guns, witH wax Bullets

$579
MSRP

CZ 712 ALS
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It’s often said that hunters, more often 
than not, tend to be well-rounded shooters. 
They spend time on the range practicing 
their skills, shoot competitively in the off-
season and, in general, spend a lot of time 
behind their guns when they’re not in the 
field pursuing game.

All this off-season practice sharpens 
skills, improves performance and provides 
the chance to enjoy our firearms year round.

Of course, no well-rounded hunter or 
proficient marksman was born that way. 
Everyone started somewhere, had their 
first safety lesson, first introduction to sight 
alignment, first pull of the trigger and a 
bevy of other firsts. For many, this list of 
firsts also included an introduction to some 
sort of shooting competition. 

Competing with your firearm, whatever 
the sport, can be an intimidating proposition. 
You’re not familiar with the rules and 
equipment and you’re surrounded by people 
who seem to “know it all.” It can be enough 
to scare a newcomer away.

NSSF seeks to change that “scariness” that 
can accompany a person’s first competition 
with its Rimfire Challenge program. 
Originally created and run by Sturm, Ruger 
& Co., Ruger sought out NSSF to take over 
the successful program in 2014. 

Rimfire Challenge matches are two-gun 
matches. Competitors need both a rimfire 
pistol and a rimfire rifle–and other than 
hearing and eye protection, that’s just about 
all a new competitor needs (full details are 
available at www.nssf.org/rimfire). Why 
so minimal? The Rimfire Challenge was 
specifically designed to provide an entry 
to competition that wasn’t gear-focused, 
wasn’t expensive to participate in and wasn’t 
intimidating. In fact, it’s the opposite of all 

By Jennifer L.S. Pearsall, 
  NSSF Director, Public Relations

those things. Whole families are encouraged 
to participate and shoot together–and they 
do! We see brothers helping sisters load 
magazines, moms shooting alongside their 
daughters, and families bringing neighbors 
and other friends to introduce them to the 
sport.  

The formula for these matches–easy entry, 
easy cost, easy gear and lots of family-
oriented fun–has proven to be tremendously 
successful. This has been especially true for 
a number of youth shooters, who are now 
sponsored shooters and proudly wearing 
shirts with the names of the many firearms 
industry members helping them continue to 
compete. Yet those kids, those perfecting 
their skills and becoming more serious 
about competing, still shoot right alongside 
brand new shooters and those younger than 
them, helping them through their first safety 
orientation, their first stage, and sometimes 
their first mis-feed. So even though this is 
competition–more serious for some than 
others, but still competition–guns are lent, 
advice is given and everyone encourages 
and cheers for everyone else.  

NSSF would like to encourage new 
hunters and new shooters in general to seek 
out the Rimfire Challenge events in their 
area. Not only will they find a welcoming 
atmosphere and the most “non-scary” 

competition on the planet, by participating 
in Rimfire Challenge, they’ll do just what 
their mentors do: sharpen skills, improve 
performance and have the chance to enjoy 
their firearm year round.

NSSF’s Rimfire Challenge Matches are Fun for Everyone
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Arkansas’ Old Fort Gun Club to Host 2015 Rimfire 
Challenge World Championship, Registration Now Open 

NSSF’s Rimfire Challenge Matches are Fun for Everyone

For the second year in a row, veteran shooting match facility Old Fort 
Gun Club, in Fort Smith, Arkansas, has partnered with NSSF as the hosting 
range for the 2015 NSSF Rimfire Challenge World Championship, to be 
held October 9-11, 2015.  

With extensive experience hosting competitive shooting events, from 
local and small to large and national in scope, and across a wide range 
of shooting sports, Old Fort Gun Club’s staff and facilities are the perfect 
pairing to host large matches. Past events have included Cowboy Action 
and ISPC/USPSA matches, as well as 3-Gun Nation and Steel Challenge 
contests. Old Fort’s hosting of last year’s Rimfire Challenge World 
Championship was widely praised by spectators and competitors alike. 

“Given how smoothly last year’s World Championship went and the 

professionalism exhibited by Old Fort’s match staff, 
we are very pleased to have them agree to host the 2015 
World Championship,” said Zach Snow, Shooting 
Promotions Manager with NSSF. “We’re excited 
to be working with them again and look forward to 
hosting what will be an even more memorable event 
experience for all participants.

“The staff at Old Fort Gun Club was asking to host 
the World Championships in 2015 before the 2014 
match was even completed,” said club match director 
Bill Striplin. “They absolutely love the sport and the 
competitors. We are very much looking forward to 
making this one of the top competitions in the nation, 
and October can’t get here soon enough.” 

“I am very much looking forward to the 2015 
Rimfire Challenge World Championship,” said 
Mark Passamaneck, match director for the World 
Championship. “As I design stages, run matches and 
compete over the shooting season, one of the highlights 
of the year is running this match, because this match 
format provides a low-stress atmosphere for anyone 
to get involved in competitive shooting, and it brings 
families together on the range. We hope to see a lot of 
new faces this year.”

Online competitor registration is available now 
for the Rimfire Challenge World Championships at 
https://shootnscoreit.com/nssf/match/220/. Shooter 
participation is limited to 200, so competitors are 
urged to sign up now. Additional information about 
the World Championships is available here (http://
www.nssf.org/rimfire/championship/). 
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By Andy Fink, Ricky Marston (14), and Wyatt Irish (16)

 .243 AXIS II 
XP Youth
Sa

va
ge
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This rifle is one of the best out-of-the-
box rifles for youth hunters I have ever 
seen! The rifle is sleek looking. It comes 
with a nice butt pad, a shortened stock 
with a 12.5 inches length-of-pull, a Savage 
AccuTrigger (Oh, is this sweet!), and the 
package comes with a mounted Weaver 
3-9X scope.

We brought it out to the range for testing 
and the results were phenomenal – a one-
hole group! I must say that the AccuTrigger 
(fully adjustable with the provided tool) 
certainly helps the shooter. The trigger 
finger will first take up and depress the 
AccuRelease lever so that its forward tip 
drops out of the path of the sear, allowing 
the sear to move fully backward when 
released by the trigger at whatever weight 
you have adjusted the trigger pull to be. To 
be honest, we didn’t even adjust the trigger 
for this first round of testing. The pull was 
already set at 3 pounds 1 ounce and it 
worked perfectly. If you are looking for a 
first hunting rifle for your junior then this is 
the one to get.

Ricky Marston 
I just recently shot the Savage Arms Axis 

243 WIN with the AccuTrigger. It was the 
youth model which means it is ideal for 
smaller shooters. Once the shooter outgrows 
the stock, they can contact Savage and 
replace it with the full-size stock. I was very 
well impressed with this rifle and scope 
because it shot great. I shot eight rounds at 
50 yards and it was all in a hole the size of 
a quarter. It had excellent accuracy by all 
accounts. Savage makes phenomenal guns 
that are built with durability and this model 
lived up to their requirements. The ammo 
I shot was Black Hills 62-grain varmint 
rounds and 55-grain ballistic tips. Even 
though they were different grains and types 
of bullets, they shot dead-on at 100 yards. I 
would recommend this gun to any type of 
shooter, not just hunters. I have this same 
gun without the AccuTrigger and I love it! 
The AccuTrigger makes it even better. It is 
the perfect hunting rifle for a beginner.

Wyatt Irish
Today, I shot the .243 Savage. To be honest 

folks, it put a grin on my face about a mile 
long. The gun was crystal clear accurate and 
it gave me the greatest group I have ever shot 
in my life. However, I will admit that it was 
a lighter gun so it did give me a kick, but 
it was all worth it. It also had a nice steady 
trigger, good for shooting a small group. The 
accuracy is really there when it counts. I say, 
once more, this gun was awesome.

Savage AXIS II XP Youth
Caliber:                                      .243 Winchester
Rate of twist:                          1 in 9.25”
Trigger:                                      AccuTrigger
Stock:                                          Synthetic black
Sights:                                        Weaver Kaspa 3-9X40 scope,              
                                                        mounted & bore-sighted
Weight:                                      6.2 pounds
Barrel Length:                        20”
Ammo Capacity:                   4
MSRP:                                          $475

WHAT DO 
YOU THINK?

 .243 AXIS II 
XP Youth
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the primary RO and even an assistant 
RO. The RO can now say, “Hands off 
guns, check your safety flags and step 
away from your bench and gun.” Once 
that is done, he may tell you the range is 
safe and you can go downrange to adjust 
or set up targets. You may NOT touch 
your gun for ANY reason! The RO will 
tell you when you can.

Once finished, you just pack up and 
go home. Right? WRONG! Now you 
go to the safety table or bench, and with 
the muzzle pointed downrange, remove 
the magazine, clear the chamber and 
INSTALL YOUR SAFETY FLAG. You 
can then bag your gun and place it in 
your car.

Remember, ONLY unholster your 
firearm or take it out of the case if the 
RO says you can. ONLY do this at the 
safety table, bench, or firing line!

If you follow these basic rules, 
everyone can have fun without an 
incident occurring.

  Shoot Safe! Have Fun!

SAFETY A Casual Day at the Range
Safety, Safety, Safety always should 

be the primary focus before having 
shooting fun. Sometimes this is hard 
to do, especially if you are out at an 
informal range with a couple of friends, 
a coach, or maybe strangers are shooting 
on the same bay that you are.

Formal ranges usually have a Range 
Officer (RO) and an orange or red 
safety line about four feet back from 
the shooting bench. When the RO says, 
“Cease Fire,” you are required to make 
your gun safe (on safe and bolt open 
with a safety flag placed in the chamber 
if you have one (you always should use 
one)) and then step back beyond the 
yellow line. Once all of the shooters 
are behind the yellow line, the RO will 
then say, “The range is safe. You may go 
downrange and fix targets.” After fixing 
targets, you can come back and stand 
behind the yellow line. You may NOT 
move forward to your bench UNTIL the 
RO says, “The range is hot. You may 
commence firing.”

Informal ranges and going out 
somewhere to go plinking are a different 
story. Safety is totally up to you and is 
what you make it. Incidents (an accident 

          Left: Most firearms today 
come with a safety flag as does 
this SIG SAUER 250 shown 
with its flag and case. Don’t 
throw it away. Use it!

      Left: I normally 
like to use specific 
safety flags made for 
that particular type 
of firearm: MSR, 
shotgun, pistol, 
revolver, or bolt-
action rifle. Rifle on 
the right is a Daniel 
Defense DDM4 with 
a Traditions Tactical 
scope and a custom 
safety flag.

       Above: Colored Weed Eater line works 
very   well if you don’t have a regular flag, 
BUT don’t put it in a hot barrel as that may 
cause the plastic to melt and don’t drop an 
AR bolt on it. Slowly close the bolt on any 
flag you use. Rifle shown is Mossberg’s semi-
auto .22 LR plinker with their FLEX system 
allowing different types of stocks and butt 
pads.

that could have been prevented if you 
followed proper safety procedures) are 
more likely to occur in this case. So, 
let’s make sure they don’t!

At Home: Safety should begin at home 
before you ever leave for the range. 
What do you mean you ask? When you 
take your firearm out of the safe it should 
be cleared, magazine out and chamber 
checked to make sure it is empty. NOW, 
put your safety flag in! Yes, before you 
ever put the gun in the case or bag, there 
should be a safety flag in the chamber 
and it should be bagged like that.

At the Range: Before you even start 
unpacking your firearms, you need to 
designate a safety table or a shooting 
bench where you can place your bag on 
the table, and with the barrel pointing 
downrange, take the firearm out of the 
case. Either place it on the table with the 
barrel pointing downrange, or with the 
barrel up, go place it in the rack. STOP! 
Did you check to make sure the safety 
flag was installed in the chamber?

Now, though you all should be aware 
of safety issues and may yell, “CEASE 
FIRE” at any time if there is a safety 
issue, there should be someone who is 

PROOFED CARRIE

By Andy Fink



SHOOTING WITH USPSA  
IS FUN, COMPETITIVE  
& ALWAYS SAFE!

USPSA matches are unlike any  
other shooting sport combining  
speed, power and accuracy.  
We move, run through obstacles,  
shoot and reload until the fastest,  
most accurate competitor wins. 

Come on out and give it a try!  
To find a local USPSA club or become a member,  
visit www.USPSA.org.

Shooter ready.

colt.com      800.962.colt              facebook.com/coltfirearmS              @coltfirearmS

 

colt iS a proud SponSor  
of Junior ShooterS everywhere.
for a century and a half, colt has had an unwavering commitment to quality and dependability 
that can still be seen in every firearm we produce. the colt Gold cup® gives competitive 
shooters a gun they can take directly from the dealer’s showcase to the firing line.
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PROOFED CARRIE
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SHOT Show 2015 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada was amazing!!! This was 
my first year to attend the show with 
Junior Shooters Magazine and wow! 
The first day was the Industry Day at 
the range where we were able to shoot 
the latest and greatest firearms optics 
and accessories from companies like 
Daniel Defense, IWI, Beretta, and 
more. The Industry Day at the range 
was divided into numerous pits; each 
pit ranging in length from 15 yards to 
over 900 yards! It was cool to reach 
out with Barrett’s 7mm Mag and hit 
the far targets every time. The TAVOR 
from IWI was great to shoot with the 
red dot that was mounted on it much 
like an AR platform, although it took 
some getting used to the position of the 
magazine in the rear of the rifle. 

One of my favorite firearms to 
shoot was a replica .30 caliber carbine 
from WW2 made by Inland. For a 
design that’s over 70 years old, it was 
lightweight and accurate, and more fun 
to shoot than some of the new hardware. 
Companies like Daniel Defense brought 
full-auto AR’s to shoot, an unparalleled 
and the fastest 30 rounds of my life! 
I was also given the opportunity to 
shoot TrackingPoint’s rifle and scope 
that allows you to mark the target you 
want to shoot and then it fires the rifle 
for you. Not all of the companies were 
just firearm companies; there was also 
SOG Knives who had throwing knives 
and hatchets which were fun to try. 
Legend Archery was there also and let 
us try one of their crossbows that was 
surprisingly accurate and fast.

The next four days were at the show 
itself, located on three separate floors 
of the Sands Convention Center in the 
Venetian Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
The show contained several hundred 
vendors on each floor. Row after row 
of vendors on the main floor made it 
fairly easy to get turned around, and on 
more than one occasion I found myself 
nearly late for appointments. 

The booths were extremely elaborate. 
NRA’s booth was a mini museum 

with odd or historical firearms. Dirty 
Harry’s .44 magnum Smith & Wesson 
was there along with an early version 
of a belt-fed gun. Umarex had tons of 
airsoft guns imitating almost every type 
of firearm including a Colt Peacemaker 
revolver and an Uzi submachine gun! 
Israeli Weapon Industries’ booth was 
pretty cool with two levels stacked on 
each other. I had never seen an AR-15 
with a wooden stock until I stopped by 
Windham Weaponry. Windham uses a 
variety of hardwoods to make a unique 
line of ARs, my favorite being the .308 
Hunter.  

From the huge booths done by NRA, 
Mossberg and others, to the smaller 
booths, there was everything from 
hunting and competition shooting to 
hiking and outdoor recreation.  There 
were also a large amount of vendors 
catering to law enforcement and 
military. I even saw a 40mm grenade 
launcher. It would be impossible to see 
all of the SHOT Show in four days, 
short of running through nonstop. 

During the show there were quite 
a few professional shooters and 
celebrities, and I met Willie Robertson 
from Duck Commander, the Team 
GLOCK shooters: John Scoutter and 
Jessie Duff, and Cisco Kid from the 
show “Impossible Shots” to name a 
few. Everyone we talked to was excited 
to see juniors at the show and was very 
supportive of our participation in the 
shooting sports. It was encouraging 
to hear from these individuals on how 
important shooting is to them.  
I would like to thank Junior Shooters 
magazine: Andy Fink, Mike Sacks, 
and Dave Furney for giving me the 
opportunity to attend the 2015 SHOT 
Show. It was an experience I will never 
forget. I would also like to thank all of 
our sponsors for their generous support 
of Junior Shooters magazine.

SHOT 
SHOW 
2015

By Ben Moody (16)



  

The Forward Movement Training Center is an advanced
tactical and self-defense indoor/outdoor training facility that
provides for the ultimate training experience.

Our 25,000sf facility is located in Meridian, ID and consists
of a fully mocked up 2,100sf residential home, 1,200 true to
life bank, 1,000sf mat room, VirTra 100LE Simulator,
training vehicles, classroom, and outdoor gated training
area.

Courses include Active Shooter, SWAT, Home Defense,
Urban Defense, Self-Defense, Concealed Weapons,
Security Tactics, Bank Employee Robbery Training, and
much more. IF it has to do with tactics, self-defense,
Personal Security, Law Enforcement, or Security Officer
duties, we train it!

www.forwardmovementtraining.com - www.facebook.com/FMTtraining - 208.412.7966                     
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